
Connecticut Warbler

Uncommon, Low Detectability, Poorly Studied
SGCN – PIF Species of Concern



1995 - 2000
Black spruce-tamarack lowlands

Jack pine on 
sandy soils



1995 - 2000



2015 - 2019

~31 fewer survey blocks

~70-80% lower occupancy



In 2021, we found 0 
CONW during 428 point 
counts at 58 historical & 

high-quality sites*

*



2015 - 2019

©Brian Collins

In 2022, last known site 
held only 3 pairs, though 
they nested successfully.



2015 - 20192023 only 1 singing male

©Brian Collins



Why Declining?

©Tony Dvorak/ML346440441

Loss of mature jack pine?

Climate change?

Loss of wintering ground 
habitat?



“Northern Gran Chaco ecoregion of southern Brazil, eastern Bolivia, and 
northern Paraguay is a global deforestation hotspot, losing greater than 

20% (142,000 km2) of its forest between 1985 and 2013, with 
deforestation increasing substantially since 2000.” – Hallworth et al. 2021 



Now What?

©Bradley Hacker/ML164947591



https://umgljv.org/partnerships/northern
-forest-birds-network/



Summit Outcomes

 Improve monitoring on breeding 
grounds

 Advance partnerships in Gran 
Chaco

 Expand research during migration 
& winter

©Brian Collins



Breeding Habitat
 Protect last known WI site
 Plan for older jack pine in the future

 Brush removal pilot project





Hand crew – Nov 2022
Deciduous stems ≤ 2” diameter = mainly hazel, pin oak, bur oak

Cut brush left laying
$250/acre @28 acres = $7,000



DECEMBER 2022



MAY 2023



JUNE 2023



No CONW in 2023

Not surprising given:
a) Cut brush layer
b) Small stand with hard edges
c) Regional trends

May flatten brush with UTV 
in 2024

***Bigger goal was testing 
the management technique
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