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• 280-acre outdoor laboratory & classroom for College of Natural Resources at UWSP
• Officially designated in June 1977
• High visitation and use: Estimated 125,000 trail users annually







Funding for bird habitat creation 
& enhancement in 2020

• NFWS Partners for Fish & Wildlife Program grant
• USFS Landscape Scale Restoration program

• Includes the ~14.5 acre oak savanna sites,          
plus numerous other projects in the area 



Management concerns in savanna restoration areas: 
• Moderate to high cover of glossy buckthorn 
• Lack of open structure/structural diversity
 lack of understory development

• Very heavy deer browse
• Oak wilt
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Glossy Buckthorn Removal:
• Forestry 434: Techniques in Ecological Restoration 
• Student chapter of the Society for Ecological Restoration

• Both sites included in a ‘Site Stewards’ Program
• UWSP Fire Crew
• Schmeeckle staff
• Friends of Schmeeckle volunteers
• Others





Restoration of open structure/structural diversity: 
• Marked by Ecosystem Restoration students
• S212 Wildland Fire Chainsaw Certification course
• UWSP Fire Crew
• UWSP SER chapter
• USFWS/USFS personnel
• Schmeeckle crew
• Others





Return periodic fire with a roughly 
3-5 year return interval







Students 
planting 
butterfly weed 
& rattlesnake 
master plugs 
following burn. 



SER members 
collecting and 
spreading native, 
local seed











Ongoing work: 

• Continue regular prescribed burning, understory seeding
• Regular herbicide spot treatments for new buckthorn sprouts
• Potential understory oak and native shrub plantings
• Using point count bird data to determine habitat creation success



Habitat components restored: 
• Invasive shrub cover  Native shrubs, forbs, grasses 

• (Nesting sites, insect populations, food source)

• Continuous canopy  Numerous openings, structural complexity
• (Vertical habitat, tree regeneration, food source, cover)

• Heavy deer browse  Dissipated by numerous openings
• (Tree (oak) regeneration greatly improved)

• Oak wilt  Successful containment?
• Time will tell  



Impact of  
Habitat Creation?



Thank you!
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